TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2002, 7:30 PM

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

PRESENT: Altonen, Colvin, Gaskell, Russell, Stillings, Eckenberg, Thompson, and Planner Sullivan.  Absent: Keelan.
Audience: 9

1. Chairman Russell called the Public Hearing on the Proposed New Site Plan to Replace the Existing Site Plan for the Property known as Brownwood Acres Foods located at 4819 N. US 31, Eastport, and identified on the Tax Roll as Parcel 05-14-312-019-00 order at 7:32 PM.  

Steve DeTar, Owner of Brownwood Acres Foods addressed the Board with his request for approval to put a 30 x 50 addition on his existing building for the purpose of processing and storage.  Mr. DeTar presented to the Board his Site Plan for the proposed 30 x 50 addition that also detailed exterior lighting, and indicated where a sign would be placed on the addition.  Mr. DeTar than asked Patrick McGuire, owner of Royal Farms whom would be doing business next to Brownwood Acres Foods to address the board with his request for approval of Sign Placement on his place of business.  Mr. McGuire requests approval from the Board for an additional Business identification sign plus two additional advertising signs.

Public Comment on the proposed Site Plan:  Tom Keenan, Owner of Torch Bay Inn addressed the Board with his concerns regarding the set back requirements.  Steve Se Tar advised that the set back requirement for the State is 75 ft., and 50 ft. for the Township from the 75 ft. set back, which would be a total of 125 ft.  The building would be 128 ft from the road.  

After further review and lengthy discussion of the Proposed Sign Placement, Chairman Russell advised that a letter was received from Jerry and Connie Dosson regarding the Proposed 30 x 50 ft. Addition to Brownwood Acres Foods.  Chairman Russell read the letter that was in favor of the Proposed 30 x 50 for addition, and would also be in favor of another entrance to US 31 Highway from the Brownwood Acres, if that would keep the highway a safer place for the amount of traffic we have these days.  

Steve DeTar commented that he would love to put another driveway in, but the State would not allow it.  He advised that his only alternative is to possibly split the property down the middle, and having two pieces of property that would allow him to have another driveway.  He also advised the Board that he is attempting to by a 75 ft piece of property that is north his property and relocate his parking to that property.  Stillings advised that there was no sense in going through with this Site Plan if Mr. De Tar plans to split the property.  Mr. DeTar would than have to go through the whole process of all over again. 

Eckenberg advised that the Board is looking at the previous approved Site Plan 

with two changes; the movement of the produce market, and the 30 x50 ft addition.   

The parking as drawn is identical to the previous plan that was previously approved by the Board.  After further discussion on the parking lot, it was agreed there was just enough parking spaces as needed.

2. Chairman Russell closed the Public Hearing at 7:48 PM.

3. Chairman Russell opened the Regular Meeting of the Torch Lake Township Planning Committee.

4. The Minutes of the March 12, 2002 Meeting were approved after Stillings advised that a correction was needed to paragraph 8 regarding copies of the County Wet Land maps.  It should of been stated that he would request the Township to obtain the copies of the County Wet Land Maps for the Board to review before the Board Committee views the Wet Lands.  Colvin/Gaskell.  The Minutes of March 12, 2002 were unanimously approved with the correction.

5. Communication: Watershed Center Workshop on May 8, 2002 at 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM at the Waterfront Conference Center in Traverse City.  A memo received from Breezes Dairy Freeze was read by Chairman Russell that stated the Owner, would stop doing business at the location of 2748 US 31 North Torch Lake Village, Antrim County, Parcel No. 05 14 795024 00, and would be turning it into a residence as of April 10, 2002.  Kim Schmidt went on the Farmland Preservation tour of the East Coast this year.  Comments were received from Antrim County on the Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments.  Minutes of the Milton Township Planning Commission.  A letter received from Pete Garwood regarding the Site Plan for the Proposed A Ga Ming Golf Club at US 31 and McLaughlin Road in Torch Lake Township.  After review of the Site Plan, the Antrim County Associate Planner advised that they are in favor of the Proposed Development.

6. Discussion & Possible Actions of the Public Hearing:  A comment was received from the Soil Erosion Control Officer, Heidi S. Lang, that advised that there is no need of an Soil Erosion Permit.  A letter received from Pete Garwood that was written by the Antrim County Associate Planner that states they are in favor of the Proposed 30 x 50 ft addition to Brownwood Acres Foods.

After further review and a lengthy discussion on the Proposed Site Plan of the 30 x 50 ft addition to Brownwood Acres Foods, a Motion was made by Colvin to approve the Site Plan as amended as follows: There will be 15 parking places situated out of the Right of Way; Signage will be limited to: One business identification sign; The existing sign not to exceed 50 sq ft. plus an additional 2 advertising signs not exceed 25 ft each, and also the removal of the barrels.  The Board requested a fresh drawing that details the above mentioned amendments, and also that details the truck turn around reflecting the loading dock change, which is moved to the South Side of the building, and details the measurement of the Curb Cut.  Mr. DeTar will meet Chairman Russell at the Township Hall on April 10, 2002 to review the new drawing and sign off.  Stillings seconded the Motion, the Board voted unanimously approved.  

Patrick McGuire requested that the following be posted in the Minutes of the April 9, 2002 Meeting:  Patrick McGuire will be faxing a memo to Tom Eckenberg that would list at least 15 illegal signs within the Township and will request they be taken down. 

7. Public Concerns Other Than Agenda: No concerns.

8. Concerns of the Commission:  Chairman Russell read the letter that was received from the Antrim County Planning Commission regarding the Torch Lake Township Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments.  

9. Concerns of the Public:  None.

10. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM.  

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular Board meeting.


Respectfully submitted 


Ginger Anderson


Recording Secretary

